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Getting Started
[image: children standing in line for food.]

As mentioned prior in this workshop, diversity can include race, ethnicity, culture, nationality, and exceptionalities. In addition, diversity can also include socio-economic status of students, specifically students in poverty. As examined in Workshop Five, Maslow studied the impact on one’s ability to reach self-actualization based on levels of needs. At the initial levels of Maslow’s hierarchy were the basic needs of food, shelter, and safety.
Consider the research on students in poverty. According to the U.S. Census, almost 50% of Americans live in poverty. Research indicates that people born into poverty have the most difficult time breaking the cycle of poverty to earn a living wage. In addition, the Census indicates that over 46 million people suffer “food insecurity.”
The reality of poverty in America has a concerning impact for children. These children ultimately become the learners in your classroom. Given the alarming statistics, poverty has to be considered when addressing learning needs. Consider the homeless student who is concerned about where he is going to sleep during winter. When a child has to be concerned about shelter or safety, he will have limited ability to focus on his studies.
The Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD), a professional organization dedicated to excellence in teaching and learning, cited nine powerful practices taken from the author of A Framework for Understanding Poverty: A Cognitive Approach, Dr. Ruby Payne. These practices include:
	1
	Build Relationships of Respect

	2
	Make Beginning Learning Relational

	3
	Teach Students to Speak in Formal Register

	4
	Assess Each Student's Resources

	5
	Teach the Hidden Rules of School

	6
	Monitor Progress and Plan Interventions

	7
	Translate Concrete into Abstract

	8
	Teach Students How to Ask Questions

	9
	Forge Relationships with Parents


What are the implications for these teaching practices? The following is adapted from the article “Nine Powerful Practices,” available on the ASCD website:
1. Build Relationships of Respect:
a. My teacher calls me by my name.
b. My teacher notices me and says “hi.”
c. My teacher helps me when I need help.
2. Make Beginning Learning Relational:
2. My teacher includes me as an integral part of the group.
2. My teacher has asked me to eat lunch with him/her.
2. My teacher assigned me a study buddy to help with my studies.
1. Teach Students to Speak in Formal Register:
3. My teacher cares enough to model language for me.
3. My teacher has spoken openly to me about the importance of formal language.
3. My teacher helps me to practice formal register.
1. Assess Each Student’s Resources:
4. My teacher is cognizant of my financial resources and does not require lesson materials that would be of cost to me.
4. My teacher is aware that I have nobody to work with me at home on my homework and has made adjustments to homework assignments that are equitable.
4. My teacher has invited local community role models to speak to our class.
1. Teach the Hidden Rules of School:
5. My teacher has communicated and modeled different modes of conflict resolution that are safe.
5. My teacher has included me in the setting of classroom norms.
5. My teacher helps me to examine how there are various sets of rules based on situations.
1. Monitor Progress and Plan Interventions:
6. My teacher charts my progress so he/she can best help me succeed.
6. My teacher uses a variety of instructional strategies to help me learn best.
6. My teacher helps me examine my own study skills so I understand my own learning process.
1. Translate the Concrete into the Abstract:
7. My teacher helps me create mental models so I can connect with the material.
7. My teacher uses a variety of strategies to help increase my comprehension.
7. My teacher uses manipulatives and visuals to help increase my understanding of the material.
1. Teach Students How to Ask Questions:
8. My teacher models how to ask questions that will help me understand.
8. My teacher creates an environment where I feel safe to ask questions.
8. My teacher uses peer collaboration to help us practice asking questions.
1. Forge Relationships with Parents:
9. My teacher greets my parents in a friendly and open manner.
9. My teacher calls my parents periodically just to tell them what I’m doing right/well.
9. My teacher includes my parents in decisions about my learning.
Source: Payne, R. (2008). Nine powerful practices. Retrieved from http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/apr08/vol65/num07/Nine-Powerful-Practices.aspx
Diversity encompasses many aspects of learning including cultural, ethnicity, and exceptionalities. Another area of learner diversity is poverty. Poverty is at a growing rate and will continue to have an impact on the classroom and for specific learners.
Upon completion of this assignment, you should be able to:
Evaluate factors that impact learning, specifically socioeconomic factors, to determine strategies to be used to assist the success of diverse learners.                

[image: Icon

Description automatically generated]
Resources
· Textbook: Using Educational Psychology in Teaching
· Report: Poverty and Education: From a War on Poverty to the Majority of Public School Students Living in Poverty
· Video: Why Most Students Are Getting the Least Out of School
· File: Mock Student List.pdf
· Article: What Research Says About English Language Learners: At a Glance
· Article: Teaching English-Language Learners: What Does the Research Say?
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Background Information
As previously described, poverty is an aspect of diversity and a growing trend in the U.S. In this assignment, you will create a Poverty Plan presentation using Google Slides, with information and supporting graphics, to provide a comprehensive look at poverty in a sample student population.
You will be provided with a mock student list. The list indicates the state that your students reside in and student demographics, ethnicity, and socio-economics. Based on Workshop Seven concepts, assignment information, and the mock student list, determine what differentiated instructional strategies you would use to address the needs of each of your students.
What is differentiation?
As you read about diversity, it is likely that you will come across the term “differentiation.” Differentiation means a method for managing the entire classroom and the learning environment along with tailoring instruction and assessment to meet individual needs. Whether teachers differentiate classroom management, instruction, content, assessment, processes, products, or the learning environment, this approach helps facilitate learner success.
Teachers can differentiate at least four classroom elements based on student readiness, interest, or learning profile:
1. Content: What the student needs to learn or how the student will get access to the information (curriculum)
2. Process: Activities in which the student engages in order to make sense of or master the content (instruction)
3. Products: Culminating projects that ask the student to rehearse, apply, and extend what he or she has learned in a unit (assessment)
4. Learning environment: The way the classroom works and feels (management/environment)
Source: Tomlinson, C. A. (2000). What is differentiated instruction?Retrieved from http://www.readingrockets.org/article/what-differentiated-instruction
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Instructions
1. Review your reading in Chapter 4, “Learner Diversity” in your textbook, Using Educational Psychology in Teaching.
2. Read the report “Poverty and Education: From a War on Poverty to the Majority of Public School Students Living in Poverty”
a. Visit http://www.ascd.org/.
b. Click on the search button, and type in, “Poverty and Education: From a War on Poverty to the Majority of Public School Students Living in Poverty.”
c. Select “report on poverty and education” and read the report.
3. Watch the video, “Why Most Students Are Getting the Least Out of School” (15:49), by Dan Cardinali, who discusses poverty’s impacts on K–12 students. (View transcript)
[image: YouTube Video Why Most Students Are Getting the Least Out of School]
4. Review the Mock Student List which identifies the state your students reside in and the student demographics, ethnicity, and socio-economics.
5. Consider the ELL students in the Mock Student List and the research regarding these students:
5. What Research Says About English Language Learners: At a Glance
5. Teaching English-Language Learners: What Does the Research Say?
1. Use Google Slides to create a Poverty Plan presentation that includes the following:
6. Overview of the state your mock students are from, in relation to poverty
6. Graphic statistics/representations of the level of poverty in the state your mock students are from
6. Graphic statistics/representations of the level of poverty in your Mock Student List
6. One to two differentiated strategies that you believe will address each of your mock students’ needs, considering specific needs of ELL students
6. A discussion of the model of Student Integrated Support referred to in the “Why Most Students Are Getting the Least Out of School” video, and if you believe you could adapt the Student Integrated Support model to your mock students
1. When you've completed your assignment, submit a the sharable link provided by using the "Share" function within your Google Slides presentation. to your instructor using the Assignment by the end of the workshop.
7. Tips for sharing your Google Slides presentation. 1) Be sure to share the URL with "sharing" at the end that the Share function provides, not the URL at the top of your browser. If you are using a school-based G-Suite account, also enter your instructor's email address when prompted.
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